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They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God 

and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who 

were being saved.

The Book of Acts
2:47+48
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The idea of church carries many different connotations 
today. Maybe for you, church brings up fond memories of 
Sunday school and singing fun songs as a child. Maybe 
church makes you think of a lot of rules or things you cannot 
do. Maybe church carries bad memories, times where 
leaders failed, or people hurt you. Or maybe church feels 
like home, the place where you found friends and family. 

Whatever feelings you have about church, we hope that 
you will embrace the story of the early church with open 
arms. We hope that you will hear the stories of the Apostles 
with fresh ears and read them with fresh eyes. Together, 
we will spend the next nine weeks reading and learning 
about the early church. In studying the first seven chapters 
of the Book of Acts, we will learn about the Holy Spirit, 
see miracles be performed, and watch Christianity spread 
throughout Judea and eventually the ends of the world.

During a time where the church is under the microscope, 
and maybe even as many of us find ourselves asking where 
the church is going, it’s important that we return to our 
roots. We must look back at what the earliest Christians did 
and learn from those who walked with Jesus himself. We 
can be encouraged as we look back to the early church and 
see how they overcame conflict from the outside and within.

WELCOME

4 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E



W E L C O M E

It is our hope that our time in Acts will be both enriching 
and challenging. As we look back at the early church and 
how they lived, we will get to ask ourselves how we are to 
live today. What things can the church of today learn from 
the early church? Let’s find out together!

We look forward to growing and learning together as 
we return to our roots of the early church. This study is 
a multi-purpose tool for you. Add notes as you listen to 
the weekend sermons, answer questions for small group 
time, and use the digging deeper section in your personal 
devotionals.  

Note: If you miss a sermon on Sunday, you can go back and 
listen at ward.church/on-demand.

Our small group videos are also available on our website 
at ward.church/on-demand, as well as our Ward Church 
Roku Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple 
iOS (iPhone/iPad), and Android.

Scott McKee, Terence Gray, + Jenni Neighbour
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ABOUT THIS GUIDE
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Thank you for committing to study Acts 1-7 
with a group for the next nine weeks. We 
trust you’ll find this study guide an easy 
way to facilitate discussion and that it will 
help you connect with the others in your 
group and God Himself on a deeper, more 
meaningful level. 

Each week will be comprised of five main 
components. The first three are based on 
our “next steps” for discipleship at Ward that 
encourage everyone to keep moving forward 
in their journey with Christ. 
 

R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E



7A B O U T  T H I S  G U I D E

GATHER
As you gather together as a group, we hope you’ll 
engage in worship of God through fellowship, 
prayer, singing (optional), and studying His Word. 
Ask God to speak to you during this series and 
give you a heart to hear what He is saying to you 
through His Word and through others in your 
group.  

CONNECT
We encourage you to connect with your 
small group through discussion and service 
opportunities. Life change happens as we 
connect with others. Each member of your group 
has something to offer, so enjoy the journey of 
discovering what that is! We have several ongoing 
service opportunities to help you connect at Ward, 
and we encourage your group to choose to serve 
together during the course of this series. A list of 
service opportunities can be found at 
ward.church/serve.

INVITE 
We ultimately hope you live in a way that invites 
your family and friends to a relationship with 
Christ. Each week, the questions in this section 
will help you thoughtfully consider how to most 
authentically and effectively impact the world 
around you. 
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CONTEXT
The Context section is designed to help your 
group observe the text and prepare for your study 
together. Each week, you will prepare by reading 
the passage ahead of time and answering the 
three questions listed in your booklet. In taking 
this time, your entire group can come into the 
study with a better understanding of what you are 
reading. During your group time together, you 
will be able to review these questions and watch 
each week’s video together. Context isn’t intended 
to bring a depth of understanding, but a greater 
awareness of Scripture and what it has to say. 

DIGGING DEEPER 9 WEEKS OF 
PERSONAL DEVOTION
The Digging Deeper section is all about personal 
application of the lesson. It gives you a chance 
to apply what you’re learning at a deeper level, 
which often leads to pivotal life change.  

For this series, dig deeper into your own 
understanding of the Scripture. You can pick a 
time to go through all of the questions or spread 
them throughout your week. Spend just a few 
minutes with each of these questions to focus 
your mind on the practical application of the 
works of the early church.



We’ve collected a few ideas to help you make the most of your 
group time and create a space where people feel comfortable to 
meet Jesus. These tips are designed for both our in-person and 
digital small groups.  

TIP ONE | PREPARE AHEAD OF TIME.
Read through the questions and be ready to jump-start 
conversation. Be familiar with the material. If this is your 
first time hosting a group on Zoom, have your family or 
friends try out the link before hosting.

TIP TWO | CREATE A WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT. 
If meeting in person, set the atmosphere with low-key 
music and warm lighting. Arrange the seating in a way 
that encourages connection, while still socially distanced. 
As a group, decide if you will have snacks and how the 
responsibility will be shared. If meeting online, welcome 
each person as they join and ask how their week was.

TIP THREE | FACILITATE CONVERSATION.
Your role is to facilitate conversation. Be open and willing 
to share your thoughts. Be appropriately vulnerable, but 
don’t do all the talking. Silence is okay and normal. Be 
a good listener and affirming when people share. Know 
when to move on from a question that isn’t resonating well. 
Adapt questions as you feel appropriate.

Being a welcoming host and group leader takes a little 
bit of intentionality. Be creative and have fun! Don’t go 
overboard, but use your own strengths to create welcoming 
spaces and atmospheres for your people. And remember—
the most impactful way to welcome guests with extra-mile 
hospitality is with a smile. 

T I P S  F O R  G R O U P  L E A D E R S

TIPS FOR GROUP LEADERS

9



WEEK
ONE
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They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)
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WEEK ONE SERMON NOTES

W E E K  O N E  A C T S  1:1-11
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WEEK ONE SERMON NOTES



GATHER   
Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer.

Have all group members introduce themselves. For continuing groups, 
take some time to re-connect with each other before beginning the 
session. Also take time to review the group agreement [Appendix A].

Icebreaker: 
What is your worst story about having to wait. How did you feel?

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.

13W E E K  O N E  A C T S  1:1-11



14 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the questions 
below. 

Background: The book of Acts is a sequel to the gospel of Luke. As we see 
in both books, Luke is writing to Theophilus to give an account of all that 
has happened. Acts follows the stories  of the Apostles and the spread of 
Christianity from Jerusalem to the ends of the world. This first section of 
Acts details the preparation of the Apostles, as Jesus gives them his final 
messages before He ascends to Heaven.  

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 1:1-11.

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 



15W E E K  O N E  A C T S  1:1-11

PLAY WEEK ONE VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.
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CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions. If your group 
seems really engaged in a question, feel free to stay there. 

1. What comes to mind when you think of church? What has been your 
experience of church?

2. What do you see as the biggest difference between the church today 
and the way you envision the early church?

3. Read Acts 1:1-11. Why do you think Jesus told the disciples to wait 
instead of telling them to go? What does Jesus promise (1:5, 8)?

4. Activity: break into smaller groups. Each group looks up one of the 
following verses and spends a few minutes discussing what it means, 
and how it relates to our verses. Then come together and share with 
the group.

• Psalm 27:14
• Psalm 37:7
• Isaiah 40:31
• James 5:7-8
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5. What did the Apostles do during the wait time (Acts 1:14)? How can 
we follow the example of the Apostles in our own seasons of waiting?

6. Have you had an experience when you got ahead of the Holy Spirit? 
What was the situation or outcome? 

7. On the opposite side, how can we get behind the Holy Spirit? What 
are some examples of being too slow to act—either as an individual or 
as the church?

8. How can we learn to wait on the Holy Spirit? How can we stay in step 
with the Holy Spirit?

W E E K  O N E  A C T S  1:1-11



18 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. What did Jesus mean when He said His followers would be His 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth? 

2. What would each of these places represent in our lives? In our 
church? In what ways are we acting in each of these areas to carry out 
the mission that Jesus gave us?

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 
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DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church. 

1. How are you being a witness in your own neighborhood (Jerusalem)? 
In the wider community (Judea)? In a culturally diverse community 
(Samaria)? In the world (ends of the earth)?

2. Reflect on your own life. How do you handle waiting?

3. In what ways do you experience walking in step with the Holy Spirit?

4. Choose a verse from Question 4 in the Connect section to meditate 
on this week. Keep a journal of the new insights you find and how this 
verse impacts your life.

W E E K  O N E  A C T S  1:1-11



WEEK
TWO
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They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)
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WEEK TWO SERMON NOTES

W E E K  T W O  A C T S  2 :1- 2 4
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WEEK TWO SERMON NOTES



 

GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. 

Icebreaker: 
Share a time when you tried to learn a new language or were the only 
person in a group speaking a different language. How did you feel? 
How were you able to communicate?

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.

23W E E K  T W O  A C T S  2 :1- 2 4



CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare 
for the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the 
questions below. 

Background: Last week, we heard Jesus promise the Apostles a helper. 
This week, we’ll meet the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Pentecost was a Jewish 
festival held 50 days after Passover (Numbers 28:26), in which the people 
offered their first fruits to God. Pentecost also marked the day when the 
Law was given to Israel. Since travel conditions were usually good during 
this time of year, the Pentecost festival was well attended, bringing Jewish 
people to Jerusalem from many different countries. Galileans were 
generally considered uncultured, provincial, and poor speakers.

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 2:1-24.

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading? 

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

24 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E



W E E K  T W O  A C T S  2 :1- 2 4 25

PLAY WEEK TWO VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.



26 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONNECT   3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Name three things that happened to the Christians gathered on the 
day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). What do you think each of these meant 
for the disciples?

2. Read Acts 2:1-4. What words are used to describe the Holy Spirit? 
What does this passage teach us about the Holy Spirit?

3. What was so stunning about what the gathered crowd heard as the 
disciples were praising God (Acts 2:6)? What was their reaction? What 
is your reaction to this story?

4. Read John 18:25-27 and Acts 2:14-21. What changes do you see in 
Peter from John 18 to Acts 2? 
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5. How does the Holy Spirit transform us? When have you experienced 
the transforming power of the Holy Spirit in your life? 

6. Read Joel 2:28-32. Why do you think Peter started his sermon with 
the quote from Joel? What can we learn from Peter about sharing the 
gospel with others?

7. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the nation 
Israel as God’s chosen people. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured 
out onto each person who believed. What does this shift mean for us 
today?

8. In what ways do you see the Holy Spirit at work in your life? How can 
we know that we are filled with the Holy Spirit and access its power?

W E E K  T W O  A C T S  2 :1- 2 4



28 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. What can we learn from the way Peter spoke to the crowds? How can 
we, as individuals, as a small group, and as a church make an impact 
on our community?

2. In what ways do you see the Holy Spirit at work in the missions and 
activities of our church? How can your small group contribute to these 
ministries?

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 
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DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church.   

1. As you reflect on the verses we have studied, what new insights have 
you gained? How has the story of Pentecost impacted your life?

2. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit in your own life—as a 
breath, a gentle breeze, a tornado?

3. Is there a specific person with whom you feel the Holy Spirit is 
nudging you to share the gospel? How can you reach out to this 
person?

4. Spend some time rereading Acts 2:1-41. Is there any verse or verses 
that seem to be speaking to you? What new thing is God teaching you, 
or a new step God is urging you to take?

W E E K  T W O  A C T S  2 :1- 2 4



WEEK
THREE
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They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)
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WEEK THREE SERMON NOTES

W E E K  T H R E E  A C T S  2 : 4 2 - 4 7
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WEEK THREE SERMON NOTES



GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer.   

Icebreaker: 
Share your best story of Christian fellowship—youth camp, retreat, 
church, small group, etc. What was it about that experience that made 
it so special?

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.
     

33W E E K  T H R E E  A C T S  2 : 4 2 - 4 7



CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare 
for the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the 
questions below.

Background: With the Holy Spirit now inside each believer, we see 
the early church form and come together. Our passage today gives 
us a depiction of the early church. While we might think about the 
persecution of the early church (which will come), this passage shows the 
attractiveness of their community, in that people were joining them daily. 
Their radical way of living provides us a glimpse into the power of the Holy 
Spirit to unite God’s people.

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 2:42-47.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

34 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E



35W E E K  T H R E E  A C T S  2 : 4 2 - 4 7

 PLAY WEEK THREE VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.



36 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONNECT   3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Acts 2:42-47. What stands out to you in this passage? Share 
your initial thoughts and any thoughts you have from the sermon.

Background: The Greek word for fellowship or sharing is koinonia. It is 
used to describe the fellowship of the believers: “a fellowship of intentional 
purpose; a shared commitment to an important task.”

2. What do you think made the early Christian church so attractive to 
people? Do you think the church today has this magnetic appeal to 
people? Why or why not?

3. In the video, we see that the church in Acts 2 does three things: 
keeps us accountable, stretches us beyond ourselves, and points us 
back to God. How do you experience these three aspects within our 
church? Within your small group?

4. In what ways does being part of the church or part of a small 
group keep us accountable? What things does your small group do to 
promote accountability and keep everyone “all in”?
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5. In what ways do you see the early Christians being stretched beyond 
their previously normal lives? Read through the verses again to find 
specific ways their lives were changed. 

6. What shift happens in how we view the purpose of our lives when 
we decide to follow Jesus? How does living our life as Christ followers 
change our priorities? 

7. How do our actions change as a result of our new priorities? How 
does being part of our church or part of your small group influence 
how you live the rest of your week? 

8. How did the way the early Christians live point them to God on a daily 
basis? How does your small group help you stay focused on God as you 
go about your daily activities?

W E E K  T H R E E  A C T S  2 : 4 2 - 4 7



38 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. How can we take the joy of koinonia outside of our church walls? 
What are some practical ways we can demonstrate the love of Christ to 
our community?  

2. Although today we may not be able to sell all we have and live in 
a communal way as the first Christians did, what sacrifices could          
you make to bring love and joy to your neighborhood, community,      
and world?

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 

generous with time, talent, and treasure
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DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church.   

1. Reflect on the different elements of the disciples’ devotion. How 
would you place yourself in terms of understanding and practicing 
these things?

What actions could you take this week to grow in one of these 
categories? How can the Holy Spirit help you grow in these areas?

W E E K  T H R E E  A C T S  2 : 4 2 - 4 7

time in God's Word

community with other believers

generous with time, talent, and treasure

spending time in prayer

regular part 
of my life

regular part 
of my life

regular part 
of my life

regular part 
of my life

not a part 
of my life

not a part 
of my life

not a part 
of my life

not a part 
of my life



WEEK
FOUR

40

They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)
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WEEK FOUR SERMON NOTES

W E E K  F O U R  A C T S  3 :1-1 0 
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WEEK FOUR SERMON NOTES



GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer.   

Icebreaker: 
Share a time from your childhood when you tattled or were tattled on. 
Did you get in trouble? 

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.

 

43W E E K  F O U R  A C T S  3 :1-1 0 



CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare 
for the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the 
questions below.  

Background: Peter and John heal a man outside of the temple. As we’ll 
see in Week 7, the Christians were meeting outside the temple on a 
regular basis. Here, they were able to reach others and spread the gospel. 
But they also faced great conflict. We see this in the end of chapter 3 as 
Peter gives a sermon that ties the history of Judaism to Jesus, showing 
the Jews that they killed the Messiah they were waiting for.  

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 3:1-10.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

44 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E



45W E E K  F O U R  A C T S  3 :1-1 0 

PLAY WEEK FOUR VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.



46 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONNECT   3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Acts 3:1-10. Why do you think Peter never noticed the man 
before now? Have you experienced a shift in how you see someone due 
to a nudging of the Holy Spirit?

2. Have you ever shared your faith with someone? Share your 
experience, whether positive or negative? 

3. Jesus told us to be His witnesses to the ends of the earth. How can 
we do this in a way that will be positively received? (Read 1 Peter 3:15)

4. When Peter and John noticed the lame man, they saw beyond 
his need for money and gave him what he really needed. How did 
this change his life? Has anyone ever reached out to you with a life-
changing result? Share your experience.
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5. Who might that lame man represent today as we look at our society? 
Who is sitting at the gate to the church? How can we open our eyes to 
see the people around us? 

6. Read Mark 2:3-5 and Acts 3:6-8. In both of these passages, healing 
does not depend on the faith of the one in need, but of the ones seeking 
healing for that person. Why do you think these healings were not 
dependent on faith?

7. How do you think the people reacted (the man healed, witnesses, 
and temple officials)? What impact did the healing have? Read Acts 
3:8-11 and 4:1-4.

8. Although it may not be as dramatic as what Peter and John did, how 
can we practically demonstrate God’s healing love to others through 
our own faith?

W E E K  F O U R  A C T S  3 :1-1 0  



48 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. What are some ways God worked in your life to bring you to Christ? 
How did different people or conversations help or hinder your journey? 

2. How can your own story help you become a witness? To whom do you 
feel you are being called to witness? How is our church a witness to the 
community, to the world?

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 



4949

DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church.   

1. Write out your own story of becoming a Christian. What was 
the biggest influence on your decision to make a commitment to          
follow Jesus?

2. Who can you share your testimony with this week? 

W E E K  F O U R  A C T S  3 :1-1 0  



WEEK
FIVE

50

They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)



5151

WEEK FIVE SERMON NOTES

W E E K  F I V E  A C T S  4 :1- 3 1 



52 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK FIVE SERMON NOTES



GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer.   

Icebreaker: 
Who was your favorite cartoon hero? How did this hero stand up to 
fearful situations and save the day?  

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.

53W E E K  F I V E  A C T S  4 :1- 3 1 



CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the questions 
below.

Background: Today’s passage picks up after Peter and John healed a man 
outside the temple. People saw the healing and came to the Apostles to 
understand what was happening. Peter then gives a sermon to the people 
explaining the gospel and giving them opportunity to repent. The captain of 
the temple guard and Sadducees are angered. The captain of the temple 
guard refers to the police force. The Sadducees were high priests who 
ruled the temple and represented the wealthier, educated class.  

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 4:1-31.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

54 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E



55W E E K  F I V E  A C T S  4 :1- 3 1

PLAY WEEK FIVE VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.



56 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Have you ever been challenged regarding your faith? Share your 
experience. How did you handle it?  

2. Read Acts 4:1-4. How did each group respond to the teaching of 
Peter and John? 

3. Read Acts 4:5-12. How do Peter and John respond to the charges 
brought against them? Read Luke 12:11-12. How do you think these 
words of Jesus helped the Apostles respond to their accusers?

4. Read Acts 4:13. How does this verse give us encouragement to rely 
on the Holy Spirit for confidence as we share our faith?
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5. How can the words and actions of Peter and John help us respond to 
opposition today, both as a church and individuals?

6. Look at the prayer that is recorded in Acts 4:23-30. Divide into 
smaller groups and read these verses to find out: 1) specifically what 
they prayed, and 2) what we can learn from their prayers when we need 
courage to share the gospel. Come back to the larger group and share 
your learnings.

7. What was the result of their prayer? How have you experienced the 
Holy Spirit’s power as answered prayer?

8. Read verse 31. How can we turn to God rather than panic in the face 
of our own opposition? What can we do each day to tap into the power 
and strength of the Holy Spirit?

W E E K  F I V E  A C T S  4 :1- 3 1 



58 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. What would it look like if we walked with the Holy Spirit and lived in 
the courage that Peter and John had?

2. How can we access the power of the Holy Spirit to act and speak 
boldly, humbly, and with courage as we face opposition to the gospel in 
our families, community, and the world?

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 



59

59

DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church. 

1. Is there someone with whom you want to share the gospel? Pray for 
opportunity, wisdom, and courage to speak with this person.

2. Reread Acts 4:23-30. How do the following passages support the 
believers’ prayer?

• Psalm 2:1-2
• Ephesians 6:12
• Ephesians 3:16
• John 16:33

3. Which of the above verses helped you most as you think about living 
in courage?

3. How do you experience the workings of the Holy Spirit in your life? 
This week, try to be more aware of the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you go 
through your daily activities.

W E E K  F I V E  A C T S  4 :1- 3 1 



WEEK
SIX
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They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)



61

WEEK SIX SERMON NOTES

W E E K  S I X  A C T S  5 :1-11    



62 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK SIX SERMON NOTES



GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer.  

Icebreaker: 
Did you ever tell a lie? What happened and how did you feel?

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.  

W E E K  S I X  A C T S  5 :1-11    63



CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the questions 
below.  

Background: No one was expected to sell their possessions or even give 
all their money to Peter. Their giving was done on a voluntary basis as 
each person felt led. As you’ll see in the passage, Ananias and Sapphira 
sold their property and claimed to give all of the proceeds to Peter when 
they only gave part and kept the rest for themselves. Their story reminds 
us about the authenticity that God calls us to, as well as our temptation to 
hide or conceal. 

1.  Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 5:1-11.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E64



PLAY WEEK SIX VIDEO
 

Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.

W E E K  S I X  A C T S  5 :1-11  65



66 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Acts 5:1-11. What is your initial reaction to this story? 

2. Why do you think both Ananias and Sapphira lied to Peter? Why don’t 
you think they were each given a second chance?

3. What, exactly, was their sin? Which verses back up your idea? Why do 
you think this sin is so serious that it deserved such harsh judgment?

4. Read Acts 5:3 and James 1:15. How do you see the progression from 
temptation to the decision to sin in the case of Ananias and Sapphira? 
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5. How can this happen with us today? 

6. How does the sin of Ananias and Sapphira threaten the church 
community? What are some threats to the unity of the church today? 
What can we do to protect that unity?

7. The early church faced persecution from outside the church, and 
with Ananias and Sapphira, deception from within. Which do you think 
is more dangerous to the church? What do you think harms the church 
more today—external attacks or internal issues?

8. Where are we tempted to deceive or divide? How might we represent 
ourselves as better than we really are?

W E E K  S I X  A C T S  5 :1-11    



68 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. How can we identify areas of inauthenticity in our own hearts? How 
can we offer accountability to brothers and sisters in this area? 

2. How might the church’s reputation change if we each brought our 
authentic selves to God? How might we better reach the world?  

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 



69

69

DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church.   

1. Are there any areas of your spiritual life where you aren’t being 
authentic? What can you do this week to improve your relationship with 
God in these areas?

2. Do you see any areas of division within our church? How can you help 
build unity in our church fellowship?

3. What is one new insight you gained this week from the Scripture 
reading, sermon, or your small group discussion? What do you think 
God is calling you to do in response to your learning? 

W E E K  S I X  A C T S  5 :1-11    



WEEK
SEVEN

70

They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)



71

WEEK SEVEN SERMON NOTES

W E E K  S E V E N  A C T S  5 :12 - 4 2      



72 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK SEVEN SERMON NOTES



GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. 

Icebreaker: 
Did you ever get in trouble for telling the truth or standing up for what 
was right? Share your story.

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 

W E E K  S E V E N  A C T S  5 :12 - 4 2      73



CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the questions 
below.

Background: The believers gathered at Solomon’s Colonnade or Porch. 
The temple was surrounded by open porches. Solomon's Porch was at 
the east end of the reconstructed temple. In meeting here, they were 
protected from the weather, but also open to the public. This is the same 
place we read about in Week 4 as Peter and John healed a man outside of 
the temple.

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 5:12-42.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E74



PLAY WEEK SEVEN VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.

W E E K  S E V E N  A C T S  5 :12 - 4 2   75



76 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Acts 5:12-14. How would you describe the early Christian 
community? According to the video, what two reasons did Pastor 
Terence give for the many signs and wonders?

2. What do you think was happening in Acts 5:13? Who were these 
people who dared not join them? What does their reaction tell you 
about the early church?

3. What was it about the Christians, and the Apostles’ teaching, that 
drew so many more people into the church?   

4. Read Acts 5:17-26. After their release by the angel, why do the 
Apostles go back to the temple and resume preaching? How do they 
display courage, principle and purpose?



77

5. The Apostles continue to preach in direct defiance of the civil 
authorities. How would you reconcile their behavior with Paul’s 
teaching in Romans 13:1 and Peter’s own writing in 1 Peter 2:13-14? 

6. What principle can we draw from these verses? How do we know 
when civil disobedience is the correct Christian response? Give some 
examples from history or your own experience.

7. Who was Gamaliel and what was his argument for leaving them 
alone? (Acts 5:34-39) How is Christianity unique in comparison with 
other religions?

Background: Gamaliel was the grandson of the famous Rabbi Hillel. He 
also was the teacher of Saul of Tarsus (later the Apostle Paul). It was 
thanks to Gamaliel’s instruction that Paul was so well educated in the Law 
and Prophets that he was able to communicate the fulfillment of the Law 
in Christ to his world and to us.

8. Read Acts 5:40-42. How do the Apostles interpret suffering? Think 
about the analogy that Pastor Terence made about a nail. How can we 
use this model to help deal with the struggles of the church today?

W E E K  S E V E N  A C T S  5 :12 - 4 2      



78 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. What characteristics do you see in early Christians? How would 
those characteristics be displayed in our world today? 

2. How can we discover the power, purpose, and plan that God has for 
us? How can we take his plan outside the walls of our church and work 
for good?

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 



79

79

DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church.  

1. In your own life, how have you experienced God’s power when faced 
with struggles?

2. What do you see as your personal purpose within the body of the 
Christ? How do you work out that purpose within our church?

3. Pray for our country and world as we face opposition to the truth of 
the gospel. Ask God for concrete ways you can help bring the love and 
justice of God to your world. 

W E E K  S E V E N  A C T S  5 :12 - 4 2      



WEEK
EIGHT

80

They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)



81

WEEK EIGHT SERMON NOTES

W E E K  E I G H T  A C T S  6 :1-7      



82 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK EIGHT SERMON NOTES



GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer.  

Icebreaker: 
Share a time when you were distracted from a task, resulting in a 
bad outcome. 

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.

W E E K  E I G H T  A C T S  6 :1-7      83



CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the questions 
below.

Background: The Hebrew Christians were mostly from Judea and grew 
up within traditional Jewish culture. The Hellenistic or Greek Christians 
came from all over the Roman Empire and mainly were Greek in culture. 
Each group viewed the other with some suspicion: the Hebrews seeing 
the Greeks as unspiritual and compromised by Greek culture; the Greeks 
seeing the Hebrews as stodgy traditionalists. This division is what we see 
in our passage today—the first time racial conflicts were in the church.  

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 6:1-7.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E84



PLAY WEEK EIGHT VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.

W E E K  E I G H T  A C T S  6 :1-7   85



86 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Acts 6:1. What is happening to the church in this story? How 
could this situation distract or divide the fellowship? 

Background: The Hebrew Jews (Christians) were mostly from Judea and 
grew up within traditional Jewish culture. The Hellenistic or Greek Jews 
came from all over the Roman Empire and mainly were Greek in culture. 

2. How do you see this story relating to the church today? What 
threatens to distract and divide our church?

3. What distracts us as individuals from doing what God has called us 
to do? How can we stay focused on the purpose God has given us? 

4. Read Acts 6:2-4. How did the church leaders deal with the problem? 
Think about what Pastor Scott said in the video. Why do you think the 
Apostles did not want to “fix” the problem themselves?  
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5. What happens to us when we try to manage every problem that 
arises by ourselves? What happens to our priorities?

6. Read Acts 6:3-6. How did the congregation respond to the solution 
proposed by the Apostles?

7. Why do you think the people were so agreeable about this solution? 
Beyond the practical solution of a problem, how did this resolution 
speak to the inner needs of the two groups?

8. As we seek to resolve issues within a group or church, how can we 
apply the principles that the Apostles used in solving potentially 
divisive problems? 

W E E K  E I G H T  A C T S  6 :1-7      87



88 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. What problems do you see within the church today? What can we 
learn from the Apostles’ response?

2. Read Acts 6:7. In spite of the conflict the early church faced, why do 
you think it not only grew, but even many of the Jewish priests believed 
in Jesus? How might facing our own conflicts help bring the gospel to 
our neighbors and the world?

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 



89

89

DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church.     

1. What are some things in your own life that become distractions and 
lead you away from God’s purpose?

2. What do you do to keep yourself focused when you are distracted?

3. Where can you serve within the body of Christ? If you have not found 
your “niche” yet, pray that God will guide you toward a ministry based 
on your gifts.

W E E K  E I G H T  A C T S  6 :1-7      



WEEK
NINE

90

They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being 
saved. Or whatever relevant text applies :)



91

WEEK NINE SERMON NOTES

W E E K  N I N E  A C T S  6 : 8 - 8 : 4   



92 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK NINE SERMON NOTES



GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows—or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer.   

Icebreaker: 
Who has been a hero in your life? What makes this person a hero 
to you?  

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.

W E E K  N I N E  A C T S  6 : 8 - 8 : 4   93



CONTEXT    
As we seek to learn from this series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the passage and answering the questions 
below.

Background: While this is the last week of our study, this is just the 
beginning of the church. As we see in the end of our passage today, 
Stephen’s death scatters the believers out of Jerusalem. This both helps 
the church go forward and fulfills Jesus’s command to take the gospel to 
the ends of the earth (Week One). This concludes the Jerusalem section of 
the book of Acts and begins the section of Judea and Samaria (Acts 8-12) 
and eventually the ends of the earth (Acts 13-20).  

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, Acts 6:8-8:4.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E94



PLAY WEEK NINE VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? Our small group videos are 
available at ward.church/on-demand, as well as Ward Church Roku 
Channel, and Ward Church apps for Apple tvOS, Apple iOS (iPhone/iPad), 
and Android.

W E E K  N I N E  A C T S  6 : 8 - 8 : 4   95



96 R E D I S C O V E R  C H U R C H  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Acts 6:8-15. What qualities do we see in Stephen in these 
verses?

2. What would it look like if we displayed those same qualities in our 
daily lives? What impact could we have on our world?

3. Read Galatians 5:22-23. How does Stephen’s life display these fruits? 
How do these fruits of the Spirit become developed in a person’s life?

4. As Stephen preaches to the Sanhedrin, what causes those men to 
become so angry? (Think about what Pastor Terence said in the video.) 
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5. In Acts 6:44-50, Stephen points out that God cannot be contained to a 
building. How can we today fall into this way of thinking? What happens 
in our life if we only expect to find God at church? 

6. In the video, Pastor Terence says that Stephen honored God in 
persecution in three ways: he stood firm, looked up, and loved anyway. 
Break your group into three smaller groups. Give each group one of the 
ways Stephen honored God and have them find verses within the story 
to support their thoughts. Come back together and share your ideas.  

7. Read Acts 7:59-60. What does Stephen pray in his last moments? 
Why do you think he did not pray this silently in his heart, but yelled it 
out in a loud voice? What does this response to persecution teach us 
today? 

8. Reflecting on the whole series, how would you describe the work of 
the early church? What stood out to you the most? 

W E E K  N I N E  A C T S  6 : 8 - 8 : 4   
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INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. It took persecution to scatter the new Christians from the comfort 
zone of Jerusalem out into Judea and Samaria. What would it take 
for you to talk about Jesus outside the comfort of our church or small 
group?

2. Read Acts 8:4. How does this verse go along with Matthew 28:19-20? 
How can we preach the Word wherever we go?

3. How has everything we learned from the early church changed your 
view of the role of the church in the world?

CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, taking requests from the group. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

God, we thank you for your church—from the early church to us today. 
As we look at your Word and the early church, we ask that you would 
help us see what you want for us today. May we be open and authentic 
with our group and generous with our hearts. Guide our group and 
our church to be better representations of you. Amen. 
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DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the work of the early church. 

1. Reflect on your own life: do you keep God within the confines of the 
church or see God involved in all aspects of your life? How can you let 
God into more of your daily life?

2. In what ways can you incorporate the disciplines of standing firm, 
looking up, and loving anyway into your daily life?

3. What fruits of the Spirit are evident in your life? Which ones do you 
feel are still undeveloped? What can you do this week to have a more 
Spirit-filled life?

4. What is something you will now do differently in light of Acts 1-7? 
How will you put that into action this week? 

W E E K  N I N E  A C T S  6 : 8 - 8 : 4   



APPENDIX A
Small groups thrive on participation! The purpose of this agreement 
is to help you discuss and clarify your group’s goals, expectations, and 
commitments.

PURPOSE

The purpose of small groups is to connect people to Jesus Christ and 
one another in authentic community that will promote transformation 
through living the Truth of Jesus Christ in our relationships, study of 
God’s Word together, prayer and outreach. To that end, small groups 
help us…

 • know God in a more personal way 
 • understand what the Bible teaches us about community 
 • belong to a group with others who will support us in our 
  spiritual growth 
 • care for one another and reach out to others 
 • have fun

COMPONENTS

Connect With One Another | Each meeting, we’ll take time to enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship. Our discussion time will open with 
sharing questions that will help us get to know one another and share 
what is happening in our lives. This part of the lesson is designed to 
introduce everyone to the day’s topic and to get the discussion flowing. 

Praying Together | Each meeting, we’ll learn how to care for each other 
as Christ commanded. This care can take many forms such as prayers, 
encouragement, listening, challenging one another and meeting real 
needs. 
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Serving Together | We commit as a group to serve outside the walls of 
the home (if able) at least one time during or after the nine-week study. 

Commitment | At times, schedules can become complex and people 
might miss a meeting. With that in mind, for the course of this study we 
commit to keeping participation in the life of the group a high priority. If 
someone cannot attend, we will let the group know. We also commit to 
keeping personal things shared in the group confidential. As a group, 
discuss anything else you would want to add to the commitments.

DETAILS

Dates
We’ll meet every week / every other week on        for  
            weeks. Our final meeting will be on           .     

Time
We’ll meet from                   to                   . We commit to beginning and 
ending on time.

Location 
We will meet in-person/on Zoom for the duration of our group. 

Children
      Group members are responsible to arrange their own childcare
      Children are welcome; group childcare will be arranged

We agree together in Christ to honor this commitment. 
(To be decided by each person by the second group meeting. Review the 
commitments and agree to them as a group.) 

G R O U P  A G R E E M E N T
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