


He has shown you, O 

mortal, what is good. And 

what does the Lord require 

of you? To act justly and 

to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.
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Only minor in name, the Minor Prophets bring messages 
from God to the people of Israel and to people like us today. 
Each of the twelve books that make up the Minor Prophets 
offers their own take on God's justice and mercy. Of the nine 
that we will study in this series, we hear a call to the people 
to turn away from their idols and immoral ways of life, and 
to turn, instead, to God by offering their entire selves as 
worship. God calls out those who are corrupt and promises 
hope to the oppressed.  

The imagery that each prophet uses is striking and often 
harsh. Promises of famine, destruction, and raging fires are 
seen throughout each book. The Israelites had strayed and 
disobeyed God for far too long. God’s righteous anger was 
long overdue. Yet, in the midst of these images, comes a 
promise for a day of renewal and restoration for those that 
would follow Him. As God promises in Malachi, “Return to 
me, and I will return to you.” 

Today, the Minor Prophets are calling us to do the same—to 
return to God. However, the promises of destruction read 
differently to us as we now have the work of Christ. The 
ultimate sacrifice was made through the cross, promising 
us an eternal redemption for creation. We now await the 
“Day of the Lord” with great anticipation for full restoration 
and renewal.  

WELCOME
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W E L C O M E

It is our hope for you that the words of the nine prophets we 
study will transform your heart and actions. We will study 
the words of the prophets in order to better examine our 
own ways and better dedicate our lives to Christ’s work. 
Our theme verse for this study, as well as for our year, is 
found in the book of Micah. “He has shown you, O mortal, 
what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God 
(6:8).” May we each be made into the likeness of Christ and 
given the Spirit to live out these words.  

We look forward to growing together as we dive into these 
rich words of the prophets. This study is a multi-purpose 
tool for you. Add notes as you listen to the weekend 
sermons, answer questions during small group time and 
use the digging deeper section in your personal devotions.  

Note: If you miss a sermon on Sunday, you can go back and 
listen at ward.church/on-demand. All small group videos 
are provided by BibleProject and are available at 
ward.church/return.

Scott McKee, Jenni Miller + Chris Walker

 

5



ABOUT THIS GUIDE

Thank you for committing to study the Minor 
Prophets with a group for the next nine 
weeks. We trust you’ll find this study guide 
an easy way to facilitate discussion and that 
it will help you connect with the others in 
your group and God Himself on a deeper and 
more meaningful level.  

Each week will be comprised of five main 
components. The first three are based on 
our “next steps” for discipleship at Ward that 
encourage everyone to keep moving forward 
in their journey with Christ.  
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A B O U T  T H I S  G U I D E

GATHER
As you gather together as a group, we hope you’ll 
engage in worship of God through fellowship, 
prayer, singing (optional), and studying His Word. 
Ask God to speak to you during this series and 
give you a heart to hear what He is saying to you 
through His Word and through others in your 
group.  

CONNECT
We encourage you to connect with your 
small group through discussion and service 
opportunities. Life change happens as we 
connect with others. Each member of your group 
has something to offer, so enjoy the journey of 
discovering what that is! We have several ongoing 
service opportunities to help you connect at Ward, 
and we encourage your group to choose to serve 
together during the course of this series. A list of 
service opportunities can be found at 
ward.church/serve.

INVITE 
We ultimately hope you live in a way that invites 
your family and friends to a relationship with 
Christ. Each week, the questions in this section 
will help you thoughtfully consider how to most 
authentically and effectively impact the world 
around you. 
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8 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

CONTEXT NEW ELEMENT
The Context section is designed to help your 
group observe the text and prepare for your study 
together. Each week, you will prepare by reading 
the book ahead of time and answering the three 
questions listed in your booklet. In taking this 
time, your whole group can come into the study 
with a better understanding of what you are 
reading. During your group time together, you will 
be able to review these questions and watch each 
week’s video together. Context isn’t intended to 
a bring a depth of understanding, but a greater 
awareness of Scripture and what it has to say.

DIGGING DEEPER 9 WEEKS OF 
PERSONAL DEVOTION
The Digging Deeper section is all about personal 
application of the lesson. It gives you a chance 
to apply what you’re learning at a deeper level, 
which often leads to pivotal life change.  

For this series, dig deeper into your own 
understanding of the Scripture. You can pick a 
time to go through all of the questions or spread 
them throughout your week. Spend just a few 
minutes with each of these questions to focus 
your mind on the practical application of the 
words of the Minor Prophets.



We’ve collected a few ideas to help you make the most of your 
group time and create a space where people feel comfortable to 
meet Jesus. These tips are designed for both our in-person and 
digital small groups.  

TIP ONE | PREPARE AHEAD OF TIME.
Read through the questions and be ready to jump-start 
conversation. Be familiar with the material. If this is your 
first time hosting a group on Zoom, have your family or 
friends try out the link before hosting.

TIP TWO | CREATE A WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT. 
If meeting in person, set the atmosphere with low-key 
music and warm lighting. Arrange the seating in a way 
that encourages connection, while still socially distanced. 
As a group, decide if you will have snacks and how the 
responsibility will be shared. If meeting online, welcome 
each person as they join and ask how their week was.

TIP THREE | FACILITATE CONVERSATION.
Your role is to facilitate conversation. Be open and willing 
to share your thoughts. Be appropriately vulnerable, but 
don’t do all the talking. Silence is okay and normal. Be 
a good listener and affirming when people share. Know 
when to move on from a question that isn’t resonating well. 
Adapt questions as you feel appropriate.

Being a welcoming host and group leader takes a little 
bit of intentionality. Be creative and have fun! Don’t go 
overboard, but use your own strengths to create welcoming 
spaces and atmospheres for your people. And remember—
the most impactful way to welcome guests with extra-mile 
hospitality is with a smile. 

T I P S  F O R  G R O U P  L E A D E R S

TIPS FOR GROUP LEADERS
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OBSERVATION GUIDE
As you read through the Minor Prophets, use this guide to help you 
better understand Scripture. Look for, underline, or circle these 
items below as they appear in the passages.

PRONOUNS
Who is speaking? Who are they talking about? 

VERBS
Look for commands or action words.

REPETITION
Underline repeating words, phrases, or ideas. 

LISTS
Notice lists or groupings. Why are they grouped? Are they in 
a particular order?

TONE
What words show the tone of the passage?

IF, THEN / CAUSE, EFFECT RELATIONSHIP
Is one thing causing another to happen?

FIGURE OF SPEECH
Words used to evoke a picture rather than used in their 
literal form.

CONJUNCTIONS
Look for the conjoining words, such as, and, but, for, because. 

ROLES OF PEOPLE
What is the passage saying about people? 

ROLES OF GOD
What is the passage saying about God?

R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E10



As we begin our journey of studying the Minor Prophets, we must 
equip ourselves with three practices for interpreting difficult 
passages of Scripture. 

INTERPRET OBSCURE WITH CLEAR. 
Sometimes Scripture can be unclear. Verses like Psalm 
137:8-9 make God’s wrath confusing. However, verses like 
Exodus 20:13 and Luke 6:27 make it clear how we should 
treat others and deal with God’s wrath. As you encounter 
confusing parts in the prophets, look to clear areas of 
Scripture for guidance.  

INTERPRET NON-TEACHING WITH TEACHING.  
God’s Word might sound contradictory at times. Similar 
to the obscure passages, sometimes the narratives, 
poetry, and metaphors of Scripture can be confusing. As 
we encounter passages like the poetry of the prophets, 
we must use teaching to understand the non-teaching 
passages. The best way to do this is to use clear teaching 
passages, such as teachings from Jesus or the New 
Testament.  

INTERPRET IT ALL THROUGH THE CROSS. 
The Minor Prophets came to the Israelites well before 
Jesus and the work of the cross. As we read these books, 
it’s important that we don’t forget that. Because we live 
in the New Covenant, we need to interpret all Scripture 
from beginning to end. In other words, we can’t read the 
prophets without also taking into account every word from 
Genesis to Revelation.

PREPARING FOR THE PROPHETS 

P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  P R O P H E T S 11
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TIMELINE OF THE PROPHETS
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KINGDOMS MAP

T I M E L I N E  +  M A P

TIMELINE + MAP SOURCES

The Minor Prophets Timeline. Adapted from The Minor Prophets 9-Week Sermon Series Study Guide by Summit 
Christian Fellowship (https://summit-christian.org). Used with permission.

Kingdoms of Israel and Judah Map (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kingdoms_of_Israel_and_
Judah_map_830.svg). Original by FinnWikiNo, derivative by Richard Prins, July 12, 2010. Creative Commons 
Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license.
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He has shown you, O 

mortal, what is good. 

And what does the Lord 

require of you? To act 

justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with 

your God.
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WEEK ONE SERMON NOTES
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16 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK ONE SERMON NOTES



         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer.

Have all group members introduce themselves. For continuing groups, 
take some time to re-connect with each other before beginning the 
session. Also take time to review the group agreement [Appendix A].

Icebreaker: 
Share a time when you got into trouble at school. What was your 
punishment or consequence? 

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 

17W E E K  O N E  M I C A H



18 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below. You will start your time with sharing what you 
learned below.

Background: The prophet Micah was most likely active in Judah during 
the years 750-696 BC after the Assyrians invaded Judah (701). He was a 
contemporary of Hosea, Isaiah and Amos. Micah was from a small, rural 
area in southwest Judah, and preached to the common people of his 
area. Isaiah spoke to the court in Jerusalem and Hosea to the northern 
area of Israel. Micah is primarily concerned with the social evils of his 
day, predicting judgment, followed by God’s deliverance and a true King 
(Messiah) to come from Bethlehem. 

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Micah.

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 



19W E E K  O N E  M I C A H

          PLAY MICAH VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.



20 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions. If your group 
seems really engaged in a question, feel free to stay there. 

1. Read Micah 1:8-9 in the ESV. Why does the prophet say of Judah, that 
“her wounds are incurable”? What do you see as seemingly incurable 
wounds in our society? In our own hearts? How do we find healing?

Background: Micah uses puns based on the city names to warn of the 
destruction that would come to them (1:10-16). While Micah’s puns 
are clever, his use of them was to show the people that their name 
described both their character and destiny. Micah links their name and 
destiny to show how our character can become our future. Examples 
of Micah’s puns: 

Beth Aphrah: sounded like dust. 
Shaphir: sounded like beautiful.  
Zaanan: sounded like exit or go out.  
Lachish: sounded like horses. 

2. In Micah 3:1-7;9-12, the leaders are warned not to presume that God 
is listening to them while they are mistreating the people they rule. 
What principle can you draw from these verses that would apply to 
today? To our church? To our personal lives?

3. In what ways might we assume that we are privileged and protected 
from consequences of sin just because we are members of a church?

4. How can we (like the spiritual leaders in Jerusalem) become “lazy” 
in our walk with Christ? How can we check our spiritual health?



5. Read Micah 3:5-8; 7:7-9,18-20. How do these verses relate to the 
birth of Jesus? To the ushering in of the Kingdom of God?

6. Micah refers to “the remnant” in several places throughout the 
book (2:7,12; 4:6-7; 5:7-9). What do you think this means? Who is this 
remnant? How would you interpret and apply this concept today?

7. Read Micah 4:1-5. What is the prophet describing in these verses? 
What specific teachings of Jesus correspond to these verses?

8. Read Micah 5:13. This verse is in a section which begins, “In that 
day…” and refers to God’s judgment. Particularly in verse 13, what 
do you think it means that “you will no longer bow down to the work 
of your hands”? What is the work of our hands today? To what do we 
personally “bow down” and worship in our society?

9. Read our key verses, Micah 6:6-8. What is your initial response/
understanding of what the prophet is saying?

10. Why does Micah say that these very standard offerings (burnt 
offerings, rams, rivers of olive oil, and firstborn) are not enough and 
are not pleasing to God? What would be an offering that we use today 
to try to please God? 

W E E K  O N E  M I C A H 21



22 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. In Micah 6:8, Micah lays out what the Lord requires. What does it 
mean to act justly and to love mercy/kindness? How can we do this in 
the context of our culture today?

2. The final phrase of chapter 6 tells us to walk humbly with our God. 
If we are acting justly and loving mercy, why does Micah add this final 
command? What does it mean? What would others see in us if we were 
walking humbly with God?

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen



 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets.   

1. On a scale of 1-10, where would you place yourself right now in each 
of the following: acting justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with 
God? Where would you like to be? What steps can you take to reach 
your goal?

2. What “incurable wounds” are you dealing with in your own life? How 
can you begin to heal? What resources do you need? If you feel like 
you are in need of deeper healing and help, please contact our Care 
Ministries Office at 248.374.5904. 

3. Read Micah 1:8-9. Why does Micah “wail and howl” in mourning? 
In what ways can you show the heart of the prophet toward your 
community?

4. As you think about your family, friends and neighbors, is there 
anyone to whom you feel led to show God’s mercy and redemption?

W E E K  O N E  M I C A H 23



...Return to the 

Lord your God, 

for he is gracious 

and compassionate, 

slow to anger and 

abounding in love, 

and he relents from 

sending calamity.
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WEEK TWO SERMON NOTES

W E E K  T W O  J O E L



26 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK TWO SERMON NOTES



 

         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. At the 
end of the prayer, you can review the Context section.  

Icebreaker: 
Have you ever had an incident involving insects (swarming, infesting, 
biting, etc.)? Share your experience.

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 

27W E E K  T W O  J O E L



         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below.

Background: The date for Joel is disputed among scholars since there are 
no references to kings or any other specific dating events. Insects were 
a recurring issue, so the locusts do not help in dating. References to the 
temple could date the prophet either before the Babylonian captivity or 
after the people are returned to Jerusalem. The disastrous effect of the 
locusts which destroyed the crops and the following drought is prominent 
in the book.

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Joel.

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading? 

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

28 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E
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          PLAY JOEL VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.



30 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         CONNECT   3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. In the first chapter of Joel, the prophet names the current issues 
facing the people. What are the problems facing the people in this 
chapter? What were the repercussions to their society?

2. How do these issues relate to us today? What are our “locusts”? 
What are our consequences or repercussions? 

3. Read Joel 1:13-14. What is the prophet telling the people to do in 
order to repent? Why do you think he tells the priests and ministers 
to put on sackcloth and repent first, before adding in the rest of the 
people? 

4. Read Joel 2:12-13. Why do you think the prophet begins with “Even 
now…” What did this mean for the people of Judah during their time of 
locusts, famine and drought? What can this mean for us today?

5. Why does the prophet tell the people to “rend (tear) your hearts and 
not your garments”? How would we state this idea today?



6. Joel pleads for the people to repent before repenting himself. Why is 
repentance necessary? What does true repentance look like today? 

7. Thinking back to number 3, how do you interpret and respond to our 
“locusts” of today? How does God bring redemption out of our current 
locusts in our lives, church, community and country?

8. Read Joel 2:15-16. Why does the prophet tell the people to fast 
and to assemble, to consecrate the assembly? In light of the recent 
pandemic, have you experienced more or less need to “assemble” in 
church? Explain your experience. 

9. Read Joel 2:28-29. What is God promising in these verses? What do 
you think it means that God will “pour out His Spirit on all flesh”?

Background: Until the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:15-21) God had only 
poured out His Spirit onto certain individuals in leadership roles. 
(Joseph, Joshua, Samson, Saul, David, etc.) For the Spirit to be poured 
onto everyone would be a big deal. 

10. Read Joel 3:17-21. What does God promise to “His people”? How do 
you see this working out today, in our culture, in our personal lives?

W E E K  T W O  J O E L 31



32 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. What are some principles we can glean from Joel? (Principles are 
big ideas that line up with the teachings of Jesus and can apply to all 
people of all times and all cultures.)

2. How can we live in a way that proclaims our God who is “gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love”? What 
are some practical ways we can, as individuals and as a small group, 
take steps to bring this loving God to our own broken world? 

3. Read Joel 2:12-13. How does this passage relate to Micah 6:8? What 
can we know about God and what He wants from us in these passages?

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen



 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets.   

1. In what ways do you need to act on Joel 2:12-13. How can you “even 
now” repent, rend your own heart and give yourself more fully to God?

2. Joel tells us to value being together (1:14; 2:15-17). How can you 
become more involved and active in our church and its mission? Is God 
calling you to any particular ministry or service?

3. What current circumstances do you find yourself in today? How can 
the promises of God in this book help you cope and trust God?

4. End your time reflecting on the truth that the Spirit of God has been 
poured out on you, regardless of your age, gender or social standing 
(Joel 2:28-29). How are you accessing the Spirit in your life? How might 
you be empowered today?

W E E K  T W O  J O E L 33



But let justice roll 

on like a river, 

righteousness like a 

never-failing stream!
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WEEK THREE SERMON NOTES
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36 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK THREE SERMON NOTES



         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. At the 
end of the prayer, you can review the Context section.  

Icebreaker: 
Share about a time when you were asked to do something entirely out 
of your comfort zone (make a speech, organize an event, make some 
difficult recipe, etc). What happened and how did you feel?

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 
     

37W E E K  T H R E E  A M O S



         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below.

Background: Amos (whose name means “burden” or “burden bearer”) 
was a farmer and shepherd, living in a small town called Tekoa, about 10 
miles from Jerusalem. He was active from about 760-750 BC during the 
time of the divided kingdom when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam 
was king of Israel. During this period, Israel was enjoying a time of great 
prosperity. God called Amos to speak to the people of Israel so he moved 
to Bethel, the southernmost city of Israel. Amos proclaims God’s judgment 
first to the six Gentile nations, and then to both Judah and Israel. He was a 
contemporary of both Hosea and Isaiah.

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Amos.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 

38 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E



39W E E K  T H R E E  A M O S

          PLAY AMOS VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.



40 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         CONNECT   3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Amos 1:1 and 7:14-15. What do we learn about Amos from 
these passages? What are some character traits or qualities that you 
see in his description of himself?

2. Why do you think God chose a man who farmed and raised sheep to 
be His spokesman instead of a king or religious leader? What does this 
tell us about who God can use for His purposes?

3. Think about the twelve Disciples. What might they have in common 
with Amos? Why do you think Jesus chose these particular men to be 
his followers and leaders of His church? Can you think of someone 
today (not a religious professional) who has influenced your faith 
development?

4. Read Amos 1:2 and 3:8. What do you think of the image of God as a 
lion who roars? Why do you think Amos used this particular imagery? 
How does it align with our image of God?

5. When Amos spoke about God’s judgment on Judah and Israel, 
he was told to go home! Why do you think they listened when he 
pronounced judgment on their enemies and then told him to go home 
(7:12) when he spoke God’s word to them? Do you think we do the same 
thing in churches today?



6. When faced with Biblical truth (sermon, Scripture, books, etc.) that 
you don't like or disagree with, how do you deal with it? (ignore it, 
rationalize your own position, close off from it, repent and obey God, pray 
about it, seek counsel)

7. In ancient times, God used prophets like Amos to try to get Israel’s 
attention. How does God try to get our attention today to lead us to live 
more justly?

8. How did the Israelites gain their wealth? What is God saying to them 
about gaining and using wealth? How does this relate to us today?

9. Read Amos 9:7. What is God saying to the Israelites—the chosen 
people—in this verse? What does this tell us about God and His 
relationship with all people?

10. In chapter 9, after telling the people of Israel that judgment will 
surely come upon them, God then assures them that He will restore 
His people. Read Amos 9:11-15. What does God promise? How do these 
promises translate to us today?
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         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. In what ways does Amos reflect Micah 6:8? Read Amos 5:21-24 How 
do these verses help us better understand what it means to act justly, 
love mercy and walk humbly with our God? 

2. How can you practically apply these verses this week as an 
individual, small group and church? 

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen
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 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets.   

1. Like Amos, have you heard God speaking to you to serve? What 
spiritual gifts do you have? In what way are you using your gifts to 
serve?

Resource: Looking to figure out your spiritual gifts? Fill out the test at 
ward.church/spiritual-gifts to find out.

2. Read Amos 9:14. God’s work is bringing the people back from exile. 
What is the work of the people? List out the active verbs.

3. We are called to be workers in the Kingdom of God. What do you 
believe is your specific “work”?
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46 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK FOUR SERMON NOTES



         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. At the 
end of the prayer, you can review the Context section.  

Icebreaker: 
How have you experienced sibling rivalry with your own brothers or 
sisters? Or have seen it happen with your kids, or nieces and nephews? 

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 

 

47W E E K  F O U R  O B A D I A H 



         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below.  

Background: Obadiah is the shortest book of the Bible, containing only one 
chapter with a total of 21 verses. His name means “servant” or “worshiper 
of Yahweh.” Most scholars think Obadiah prophesied following the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. Jerusalem, located in the southern 
kingdom Judah, was attacked by King Nebuchadnezzar II of Babylonia. 
The Edomites, descendants of Esau (twin brother of Jacob), aided the 
Babylonians against Jerusalem. This nation lived high in the mountains 
and believed they were unconquerable because of their location and 
military position. Obadiah was a contemporary of both Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel.

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Obadiah.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 
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          PLAY OBADIAH VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.
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         CONNECT   3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Obadiah 1:1-4. What is God saying will happen to this proud 
people of Edom? Specifically, how does the first part of verse 3 relate to 
us today? How does “the pride of your heart” deceive you?

2. According to Obadiah 1:5-7, who will take this great nation down? 
Why do you think their own allies and friends will overtake the 
Edomites?

3. In Obadiah 1:10-14, we see God is causing destruction because 
they’re aiding in the destruction of their brothers. How is this different 
from the reasons God brought judgment on nations that we have found 
in the other prophets?

4. How do we interpret these verses today (1:10-14)? What can we learn 
about what God expects of us?

5. Throughout the New Testament, the term “brother” refers to our 
neighbors and our fellow Christians. In light of this expanded idea of 
family, what is Obadiah saying to us in verses 1:10-14? Turn the verses 
around and discuss how we should be treating our brothers 
and sisters.



6. Read Obadiah 1:15. How does this relate to the New Testament? 
Read Matthew 6:14-15; Luke 6:37-38; Galatians, 6:7; James 2:12-13.

7. How can Obadiah 1:15 help us better understand our theme verse of 
Micah 6:8?

8. In several places, Obadiah refers to “the day of the Lord” or “In that 
day…” What do you think he means by this? Where else have we seen 
this language?

9. Read Obadiah 1:17-21. What is God promising in these verses? How 
do these verses relate to the Kingdom of God that Jesus preached?

10. Notice that the last line of the book is a statement of fact: “And the 
kingdom will be the Lord’s.” What does this promise mean to you?
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         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. What is our role as the Church, a small group, and as individual 
Christians as we think about the responsibility to care for our brothers 
and sisters?

2. Read Psalms 137. How does the cross and resurrection change 
the way God’s people respond to enemies? How would you interpret 
Obadiah 1:8-9 from a Christian point of view?

3. What do you think is the next step God is calling you to do in terms of 
being your brother’s keeper and lover of your enemy? In terms of being 
an active participant with God in bringing in the Kingdom which will be 
the Lord’s?

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen
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 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets.   

1. How do you interpret your own involvement in the establishment of 
God’s Kingdom (Obadiah 1:21)?

2. Are there broken relationships in your life that need redeeming? 
What steps can you begin to take today to restore positive relationships 
with your brothers and sisters?

3. End your personal time in prayer asking God for the strength and 
guidance to begin restoring those relationships.

W E E K  F O U R  O B A D I A H 
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WEEK FIVE SERMON NOTES



         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. At the 
end of the prayer, you can review the Context section.  

Icebreaker: 
Did you or your children have a comfort item? What would happen if 
you lost it?  

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 
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         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below.

Background: Nahum prophesied to Nineveh between 626 and 612 BC, 
about 100-150 years after Jonah. However, unlike the dramatic response 
to Jonah’s words in terms of repentance, this time the people of Nineveh 
did not turn toward God but ignored Nahum’s prophecies. At that time, 
Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria, was flourishing in every way and has 
been compared to an ancient version of Versailles. The city was destroyed 
in 613 when, during a siege by the Babylonians and Medes, heavy rains 
caused flooding. This, in turn, caused the city walls to collapse, allowing 
the invading army easy access. They destroyed and plundered the city. 
There was no trace of the people or the city until the early 1840s when it 
was discovered by archeologists. 

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Nahum.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 
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          PLAY NAHUM VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.



60 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Nahum 1:1. The Hebrew word for “prophecy” can also be 
translated “burden.” In what way does the prophet carry a burden for 
this city?  

2. How does this idea change the feel or tenor of the book for you? How 
does it change your view of the whole series? 

3. Read Nahum 1:2-6. What is the image of God that is portrayed here? 
How does this image of God compare to the image of God you have? 
Has your image of God changed as you’ve grown in your faith?  

4. According to Stuart Briscoe in Taking God Seriously, God’s vengeance 
is not retaliation (getting even), but retribution (consequences for sin). 
How do you understand this concept of God’s vengeance and wrath? 
How does the cross speak to God’s wrath?

5. Read Nahum 1:7, which is set in the middle of verses about God’s 
wrath. Why do you think the verse is placed there? What does this 
verse say to you? 



6. In Nahum 1:7, the ESV reads: "...He knows those who trust in Him". 
The Hebrew for “knows” goes beyond recognition, referring more to 
intimate knowledge. What are the implications of God knowing us that 
deeply? What does it mean to completely trust in God? 

7. Nahum describes God as both jealous and zealous. What does this 
mean to you? What does it mean to be jealous for someone as opposed 
to being jealous of someone?  

8. How is God zealous in His love for us? How do we see God’s love for 
Nineveh in that He sent both Jonah and Nahum to call them back to 
Him? How do we experience that same love? 

9. Nahum’s name means “comfort of Yaweh.” Read Nahum 1:7, 12-
13, 15. How can we see Nahum’s preaching as God’s comfort to His 
people? What other verses in Nahum can you find that speak to God’s 
comfort? 

10. Nahum, throughout the book, speaks of God’s abhorrence of evil 
and His powerful wrath against it. Today, we are called upon to be 
bearers of grace and truth. How do we speak out against evil while 
maintaining an attitude of grace? What are some issues we face today 
that make this a difficult situation for Christians?
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62 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. Read Nahum 1:15. In addition to the proclamation of peace afforded 
by the destruction of their enemies, what are other implications of this 
verse? (Isaiah 52:7 and Romans 10:15) 

2. The term “feet” in Nahum 1:15 implies movement or action. To what 
action is God calling us today to bring good news of peace to our world? 

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen



 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets. 

1. What enemies are you facing in your life today? How can you 
experience God’s peace and comfort? 

2. All of Nahum 3 describes in detail how the city of Nineveh will fall. 
This is God’s way of letting them know in advance so that they will have 
time to repent. As you reflect on your life, is there any area that God is 
trying to show you which needs to change? 

3. In response to the question above, take time to repent of these things 
before God. Ask for His Spirit to help you in turning away from those 
things and thank Him for His forgiveness.  
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66 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK SIX SERMON NOTES



         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. At the 
end of the prayer, you can review the Context section.  

Icebreaker: 
Have you ever gone to your boss with a complaint? How did that work 
out? Share your experience.

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today.  
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         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below.  

Background: The book of Habakkuk is dated about 610-605 BC. This was 
a short time before the Babylonians invaded and took over Jerusalem. The 
Assyrians were declining in power and the Babylonians were rising as the 
most powerful nation in the area. Habakkuk begins with two laments to 
God, each followed by God’s answer and concludes with 
Habakkuk’s prayer.

1.  Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Habakkuk.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 
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          PLAY HABAKKUK VIDEO
 
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.
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70 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Habakkuk 1:2-4. In your own words, what is Habakkuk saying 
to God? 

2. Do you get the idea that Habakkuk is complaining (whining) or 
is something deeper going on? Discuss the difference between 
registering a complaint and expressing a lament?

3. Why do you think Habakkuk speaks to God rather than complaining 
about God to his friends? How is his presentation different from the 
other prophets?

4. Have you ever found yourself feeling like Habakkuk? What are some 
ways you handle doubts about God’s involvement in the problems in our 
world? In your daily life?

5. What are some issues today that are worthy of our lamenting to God? 
How do we react when we see the apparent lack of God’s action against 
evil in our world?



6. Read God’s answer in Habakkuk 1:5-11. What do you think God is 
saying in verse 5? Why is He raising up and giving power to the violent 
Babylonians?

7. Read Habakkuk 1:12-13. Here we see a tension between Habakkuk’s 
frustration with and faith in God. Have you ever felt that tension? How 
do we as Christians navigate this tension without sacrificing our faith?

8. In Habakkuk 2:1 what does Habakkuk decide to do? Why does he 
stand at his watch and wait for God to answer? What does this tell us 
about his faith?

9. In Habakkuk 2:2-20, God answers Habakkuk and shows him that 
judgment will come on Babylon. What is God saying to the people in 
verses 3 and 4? How do we experience and handle waiting today? How 
does this speak to our life of faith?

10. Read Habakkuk 3:2, 13, 16-19. How does Habakkuk express his 
steadfast faith in God? Note the use of the word “yet” in verses 16 and 
18. What is the significance of this and how can we apply these verses 
to our lives?
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         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. As Christians, how do we keep from becoming complacent regarding 
the evil in our world? How do we keep some level of “lament” and 
engagement with the troubles facing our world?

2. How do you think God’s responses to Habakkuk can relate to our 
world today? How can we put “hands and feet” to our prayers for our 
world?

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen
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 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets.   

1. In Habakkuk 2:5, what are some ways people try to satisfy their inner 
needs? What ways do you try to find peace in your life?

2. In the midst of doubt, conflict, afflictions and distress, what can you 
learn from Habakkuk’s attitude of patient faith and continued trust in 
God’s sovereignty?

3. In chapter 3, Habakkuk references God’s work in Exodus, pointing to 
both God’s faithfulness and justice for His people. What events might 
point you toward God’s current working in your life?
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WEEK SEVEN SERMON NOTES



         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. At the 
end of the prayer, you can review the Context section.  

Icebreaker: 
If you had to sing one karaoke song for the rest of your life, what would 
it be?

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 
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         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below.

Background: The book of Zephaniah takes place during the reign of Josiah 
(640-609 BC). Zephaniah is prophesying after the downfall of Israel by 
Assyria, and before the downfall of Judah to the Babylonians. We don’t 
know much about Zephaniah except for his name and lineage. His name 
means “Yahweh has hidden/protected,” and could indicate that his parents 
trusted in God during the godless reign of Manasseh. The genealogy in 1:1 
even suggests he is a descendant of the king Hezekiah.

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Zephaniah.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 
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          PLAY ZEPHANIAH VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.
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         CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Zephaniah 1:2-6. What scene is Zephaniah painting? Who is 
God destroying and why?

2. Why do you think God opens with His judgment to Judah instead of to 
the other nations? 

3. Read Zephaniah 2:1-3. God gives a warning to the remnant. What is 
He telling them to do? Why do you think He calls to them in the middle 
of His judgement? What does this tell us about God? 

4. We return to judgment in chapter two. Review the chapter and 
answer who God is judging and what He intends to do to them.

5. When you imagine God’s wrath, what images come to mind? What 
imagery does Zephaniah use to express God’s judgment?



6. Read Zephaniah 3:9-13. How has God’s tone changed? Why do you 
think He offers them forgiveness? What images would you assign to 
this display of love?

7. In Zephaniah 3:9, God promises to change the people for the better. 
What would it look like for us to live in the way God describes? What 
would it require for this to happen?

8. Seeing the intense images of God’s judgment and love, how does it 
make you feel about God and who He is? 

9. Throughout the prophets, we see the cycle of sin-judgment-
forgiveness-redemption. Where does this cycle show up in Zephaniah? 
How does it apply to us today?

10. Do you think this cycle of judgment and forgiveness looks different 
now that we have Jesus’ redemption? Why or why not?
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         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. Read Zephaniah 3:17-20. Here we see God both sing over His people 
and save the oppressed. How do these promises inform the way we live 
our lives?

2. Knowing that God promises to redeem the afflicted and oppressed, 
how can we, as His children, participate in His work?

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen



83

 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets.   

1. Read Zephaniah 3:9-13. In what ways has God changed you from the 
inside? What effect has that had on the way you live your life?  

2. Zephaniah 3:17 reads, “...He will take great delight in you; in his love 
he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.” 
What do these words mean to you?

3. How might these words change the way that you see yourself? How 
does it change the way you think about God? 
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86 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK EIGHT SERMON NOTES



         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. At the 
end of the prayer, you can review the Context section.  

Icebreaker: 
Share a time when you either built your own house or did a home 
improvement project. How did it go? 

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 
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         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below.

Background: After 70 years in captivity, living in Babylonia, the Israelites 
were finally released by Cyrus of Persia. First, the Assyrians came 
to power, followed by the Babylonians. Finally, in 538 BC, Persia took 
Babylonia over and decreed that the Israelites were free to return to their 
homeland. Upon return to Jerusalem, they found their beautiful temple in 
ruins and immediately built an altar to Yahweh and put in the foundation 
for the temple. In 520 BC, Haggai began preaching to the people and 
giving them the prophecy from God. During those 18 years, no further 
construction took place to complete the temple. 

Note: Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, is told by God that he would be 
like God’s signet ring, that God has chosen him. Although he did not do 
anything of great significance, he was in the line of ancestors of both Mary 
and Joseph.

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Haggai.   

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 
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         PLAY HAGGAI VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.
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90 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Read Haggai 1:1-4. What is happening here? What is God saying to 
the people in this conversation? Where are the people’s priorities?  

2. Read Haggai 1:5-11.  Why does God say twice: "Give careful thought 
to your ways."? What is He trying to tell the people? What could this 
mean for us? To what do we need to give careful thought in our lives? 

3. In Haggai 1:7-9, what is God commanding the people to do? What 
have the people been doing instead of building the temple? Why do you 
think rebuilding the temple is so important to God?  

4. How do we prioritize our activities? What things get in the way of our 
own worship? Of making “God’s house” lower on the list of priorities? 

5. Note the word “therefore” at the beginning of Haggai 1:10. Why did 
God call for a drought on the land? Do you see this as punishment? 
Why or why not? 



6. In Haggai 1:12-13, what is the response of the people? Why do you 
think they obeyed the voice of God right away? What does it take to 
make us turn back to God when we are not keeping Him at the top of 
our priority list?  

7. In 1:12, why does it say that the people feared the Lord? Do you think 
their positive response to Haggai was due to being afraid of what God 
would do if they did not obey? Why or why not? 

8. How would you describe the “fear of the Lord”? How do we live in the 
tension between God as our “Abba” and having a fear of the Lord?  

9. The people worked on the temple (1:13) in response to Haggai’s 
preaching. In 2:1-3, however, God seems to be saying: Did you notice 
that your houses look a whole lot better than my temple? How can you 
relate this to your own life? When do we obey God out of duty instead of 
out of total love and commitment?  

10. Read Haggai 2:14-19. The last sentence of verse 19 starts with 
"but…" what is God saying here at the end? Why do you think God is 
telling them He will bless them “on this day”? What does that say 
to us?  
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92 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. Read Haggai 2:3-5. The people are shown by God that the rebuilding 
of the temple is fairly half-hearted and does not reflect the glory of 
God. God tells them to be strong and continue to work. Specifically, how 
does God say he will equip them for this work? Where is God calling 
us to be strong and work? How does He equip us within our church 
community? 

2. In what way does Haggai 2:6-9 point toward Jesus and the coming 
Kingdom of God? How are we involved in helping to bring this Kingdom 
into our world? Share some specific ways you see the Kingdom already 
at work. 

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen
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 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets.    

1. Throughout the book of Haggai, the words "Consider your ways…" is 
repeated several times in terms of priorities. In what way do you reflect 
and consider your ways? Are there any priorities in your life that need 
readjusting? Ask God to help you consider your ways this week and 
make any changes you feel God is calling you to make. 

2. How do you understand the idea of “fear of the Lord”? How does this 
reverence and awe of God affect the way you relate to God? In what 
settings do you most experience God’s awe and power? 
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“I the Lord do not 

change. So you, the 

descendants of Jacob, 

are not destroyed.  

Ever since the time 

of your ancestors you 

have turned away from 

my decrees and have 

not kept them. Return 

to me, and I will 

return to you,” says 

the Lord Almighty.
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96 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

WEEK NINE SERMON NOTES



         GATHER   1 0  M I N U T E S

Use this time to get your group started and create a comfortable 
connection between people. Open with an icebreaker question. You may 
also consider having some way of sharing about each person’s week—
highs and lows or some way of checking in. Then, open in prayer. At the 
end of the prayer, you can review the Context section.  

Icebreaker: 
Share about a time when you were in a dispute over something small to 
find that you were wrong all along? What did you do when you realized 
you were wrong?  

Prayer:
Lead your group in prayer or give someone else a chance to pray. Ask 
that God would open your hearts and minds to what He has to teach the 
group today. 
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         CONTEXT    
As we cover many books in one series, we ask each person to prepare for 
the week ahead by reading the book and its background and answering the 
questions below.

Background: The book of Malachi is the final book of the Old Testament 
and takes place after the Israelites return from exile. The prophet Malachi 
(whose name means “my messenger”) probably lived at the same time 
as Ezra and Nehemiah, around 460 BC Malachi comes to the people at a 
time when they were experiencing spiritual decline, even though previous 
prophets like Haggai had encouraged them to rebuild the temple with hope 
that God’s presence would then return. Malachi’s prophecy brings God’s 
disputes to His people, giving explanation to their spiritual decline. 

1. Summarize, to the best of your ability, the book of Malachi.  

2. What question(s) came up as you were reading?  

3. What themes or main ideas stuck out to you while reading? 
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          PLAY MALACHI VIDEO
Where can I find the small group videos? All small group videos are 
provided by BibleProject and are available on YouTube or 
ward.church/return.
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100 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         CONNECT    3 0 - 4 5  M I N U T E S

Spend time discussing a few of the following questions.

1. Review God’s disputes with Israel. What are they being accused of? 
What is their response to each dispute? 

2. Do you see us doing any of these things today? What do you think is 
God’s response to us when we do the same thing? 

3. If comfortable, share an area of your life in which you are falling into 
the same patterns of the Israelites. How might God be calling you back 
to Him?  

4. Read Malachi 3:6-7. What is God saying to the Israelites? What does 
this tell us about God’s character? What about His actions?  

5. How does knowing that God does not change in His character 
shape the way that you see God throughout the Minor Prophets? What 
attributes of God do we see displayed throughout the Minor Prophets? 
What about God today?  



6. Read Malachi 4:1-6. What is God telling His people? How do you 
think it would have felt being an Israelite and hearing these final words 
from God? 

7. How do you think the Jews who came before Jesus would have felt 
reading those words? Where would they look to for hope? 

8. What hope can we find in these words today? What does it tell us 
about God, Jesus and the future of His children? 

9. If you had to sum up the messages of all of the Minor Prophets and 
their major themes, what would you say?  

10. Give each person a piece of paper and have them write down a 
takeaway from the series. Then, go around and share each takeaway 
and how we could implement it in our lives.  
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102 R E T U R N  S T U D Y  G U I D E

         INVITE    1 0  M I N U T E S

The following questions are designed to help you intentionally impact your 
communities this week. Take a few moments to discuss as a group.  

1. From our theme verse in Micah (6:8) to the book of Malachi, we have 
seen an emphasis on justice, mercy and humility to God. How do you 
think we should live out the words of the prophets today? 

2. What about your small group? How might the group be transformed 
by the words of the Minor Prophets? How ought it change our 
interactions with the world? What about within our church? 

  CLOSE    5  M I N U T E S

Take a few moments to close in prayer, praying the words of Micah 6:8. As 
a group, we will pray this prayer each week:

Lord, we pray the words of Micah, that we may live according to your 
word. “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” Help us to be fair and just with our neighbor, 
be merciful in Your love and to not take ourselves too seriously—but 
to take You seriously. Amen



 DIGGING DEEPER
Spend just a few minutes with these questions each day to focus your mind 
on the practical application of the words of the Minor Prophets.

1. Read Malachi 3:6-7. God is asking the Israelites to return to God so 
He may return to them. In the last nine weeks, where have you felt God 
calling you back to Him?  

2. Are there any areas of your life where you need to turn back to God? 
What steps might you take this week to start returning to Him?

3. Where do you see yourself living out Micah 6:8? Pray to ask God to 
give you the strength and power to keep living in this way.  
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APPENDIX A
Small groups thrive on participation! The purpose of this agreement 
is to help you discuss and clarify your group’s goals, expectations and 
commitments.

PURPOSE

The purpose of small groups is to connect people to Jesus Christ and 
one another in authentic community that will promote transformation 
through living the Truth of Jesus Christ in our relationships, study of 
God’s Word together, prayer and outreach. To that end, small groups 
help us…

 • know God in a more personal way 
 • understand what the Bible teaches us about community 
 • belong to a group with others who will support us in our 
  spiritual growth 
 • care for one another and reach out to others 
 • have fun

COMPONENTS

Connect With One Another | Each meeting, we’ll take time to enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship. Our discussion time will open with 
sharing questions that will help us get to know one another and share 
what is happening in our lives. This part of the lesson is designed to 
introduce everyone to the day’s topic and to get the discussion flowing. 

Praying Together | Each meeting we’ll learn how to care for each other 
as Christ commanded. This care can take many forms such as prayers, 
encouragement, listening, challenging one another and meeting real 
needs. 
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Serving Together | We commit as a group to serve outside the walls of 
the home (if able) at least one time during or after the nine-week study. 

Commitment | At times, schedules can become complex and people 
might miss a meeting. With that in mind, for the course of this study we 
commit to keeping participation in the life of the group a high priority. If 
someone cannot attend, we will let the group know. We also commit to 
keeping personal things shared in the group confidential. As a group, 
discuss anything else you would want to add to the commitments.

DETAILS

Dates
We’ll meet every week / every other week on        for  
            weeks. Our final meeting will be on           .     

Time
We’ll meet from                   to                   . We commit to beginning and 
ending on time.

Location 
We will meet in-person/on Zoom for the duration of our group. 
(Discuss how the group would like to handle social distancing and safety 
measures, if meeting in person.)

Children
      Group members are responsible to arrange their own childcare
      Children are welcome; group childcare will be arranged

We agree together in Christ to honor this commitment. 
(To be decided by each person by the second group meeting. Review the 
commitments and agree to them as a group.) 

G R O U P  A G R E E M E N T
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