
December 17, 2017
9:30 a.m & 11 a.m.  

Sanctuary

We are so glad you’re here with us today. Our desire is for 
you to experience both rest and worship throughout this 
Sunday morning. If you’d like to learn more about how to 
get connected at Ward follow these simple steps...

Thank you again for deciding to worship with us today!
You can learn more about our upcoming events in the 
Ward monthly insert or visit our info desks near  
Entry 1 or just outside of the Sanctuary near Entry 6.
We would love for you to fill out the communication card 
to help us know how to best connect with you.  
Also, don’t forget to pick up your free first-time guest 
coffee card at the welcome desk good for complimentary 
drinks at ReNu. Finally, if there’s any way we can serve 
you, please don’t hesitate to talk with one of our pastors, 
volunteers, staff, or e-mail us at info@wardchurch.org.

GATHER for worship | We come together each week with 
our full passion, intensity, and creativity. In worship, we 
respond with all that we are to all that we know God to be. 
We sing, we listen, we learn, and we grow. And it inspires 
us to live a life of worship - giving God His place in all 
things at all times. Our hope is that people will leave our 
services knowing they have encountered the true and living 
God.

CONNECT with others | Life change happens best in the 
context of relationships. In a circle of friends, with the 
Word open, and hearts surrendered, we get to spur one an-
other on to love and good deeds. We serve each other and 
our world. Joining a group or a serve team is a significant 
step toward experiencing biblical community and purpose. 

INVITE into the mission | God’s mission in this world is 
too big for us alone. We invite our friends and neighbors to 
participate in God’s work to redeem and renew all things. 
We share the love of Jesus and invite people into the life 
that God designed us for.



Offering Introduction  |  Prayer  

Closing Messages and Benediction 

*Congregation members stand, as they are able 

Sermon Series: The Ghosts of Christmas Past 
Labels 
Rev. Dr. Scott McKee, Senior Pastor

Offertory  |  Night of Silence 
The Ward Chancel Choir, Orchestra and Handbells

Prelude
Coventry Carol   |  The Chancel Ringers

Sing We Now of Christmas  |  The Ward Orchestra 
 

*Prayer of Adoration 

Welcome & Announcements 

*Hymn #278  |  Angels We Have Heard On High
Emily Morcos, lead vocal

*Hymn #277  |  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn king"
Peace on earth, and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic host proclaim
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn king"

Christ, by highest heaven adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of the Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate deity
Pleased, as man with men to dwell
Jesus, our Emmanuel
Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn king"

Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of Righteousness
Light and life to all He brings
Risen with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn king"

CCLI #27738  |  Charles Wesley and 
           Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

Advent Candle Lighting  |  Songs [songs at 11 a.m. only] 
Potter's Wheel Students

*Hymn #254   |  O Come, O Come Emmanuel

*Hymn #270  |  Joy To The World

Cold are the people, winter of life
We tremble in shadows this cold endless night

Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping
Flowers that will echo the sunrise

Fire of hope is our only warmth
Weary, its flame will be dying soon

Voice in the distance, call in the night
On wind you enfold us, you speak of the light

Gentle on the ear you whisper softly
Rumors of a dawn so embracing

Breathless love awaits darkened souls
Soon will we know of the morning 

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child
Holy Infant, so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Spirit among us shine like the star
Your light that guides shepherds and  
kings from afar

Shimmer in the sky so empty, lonely
Rising in the warmth of your Son's love
Star unknowing of night and day
Spirit we wait for your loving Son

by David Haas
*Scripture Reading  |   Luke 2:1-20 [NIV], pew Bible page #832  
Ashlee Norton

Call to Worship  |  from Luke 1 
Rev. Soon Pak, Pastor of Discipleship

Leader: Our souls magnify the Lord! 

People: Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!

Leader: The mighty One has done great  
things for us!

People: Holy is God’s name!

Leader: Let us worship God.

People: For God is our Maker and our  
Redeemer; from generation to generation  
God gives mercy.

—based on Luke 1:46-50

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echo back their joyous strains

Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King

See within a manger laid
Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid
With us sing our Savior's birth

CCLI #27721  |  Edward Shippen Barnes 
                           and James Chadwick

O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appearU

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight.

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high
And order all things, far and nigh
To us the path of knowledge show
and cause us in her ways to go

O come, Desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one hearth and mind
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace

CCLI #31982  |  John Mason Neale  
                      and Thomas Helmore

Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart
prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy

No more let sin and sorrow grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make
His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found
Far as, fas, the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders, wonders of His love

CCLI #24016  |  George Frideric Handel 
                            and Isaac Watts

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that  
a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 
everyone went to their own town to register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of  
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house 
and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the 
time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave 
birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town 
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and  
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this 
child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told.


