
ANNUAL REPORT
TWO THOUSAND AND SEVENTEEN

Life Beyond



In December of 2016 we wrapped up a 2-Year Outreach Vision to 
expand God's Kingdom in India, Detroit and the Western Suburbs.

Your generous sacrifices totaled:

$4,655,850  
INDIA

Opened a school
Sponsored 152 students

Ward members participated in 3 vision trips
Trained leaders

Helped families become economically self-sufficient 

DETROIT
Purchased 37 homes & renovated a total of 52

Established a preschool
Helped plant a church

Built a community greenhouse
Helped launch a neighborhood computer lab

600+ volunteers served for more than 6,000+ hours

WESTERN SUBURBS
Enhanced our campus to better serve visitors & congregation

Grew spiritually through special group studies and teaching series
Built a playscape & coffee shop to share our building with our neighbors

Produced high-impact events for our community:  
Jingle Jam + Christmas for the D

In every way, God exceeded our expectations. Lives were transformed 
and relationships were built. Your sacrifice and commitment to the 

Open Doors Vision made it all possible. So we celebrate with you and 
simply say, "thanks!"



You packed 
6,021 shoeboxes 
for Operation 
Christmas Child

You joined us
92,329 times 
for worship

Flew 143,044 miles for short-term 
mission trips That's the equivalent of 
5.75 times around the earth!

Our new App was 
downloaded 1,698 
times & launched 
20,396 times

RightNow Media active users grew by 45% 
to 738 people Streamed countless Bible 
studies and media for adults & children

Our Deacons 
prayed for 
5,646 requests

Three very brave high school students 
wore dinosaur costumes, directed traffic, 
and welcomed 1,658 people to Jingle Jam

19,403 items 
were served at 
ReNu Coffee

1,000+ slices of 
pizza eaten by 
our students



17,218 visits 
to our new 
website 
Launched April

You streamed our 
servies 10,839 times,   
a 64% increase

You borrowed 
1,482 items 
from our 
Media Center

Total number of laughs at 
Pastor Scott's jokes: 202,487

2,345 squeals of joy by kids 
on our playscape slide
(and maybe some adults too)

We raised $174,400 
to help end temple 
prostitution among 
girls in India forever

1,143+ adults gathered in groups to 
grow in knowledge of the Bible and to 
build relationships with others

We collected 
248 unique 
props for FX:
A Family 
Experience

757 online donors 
contributed 28% of  
all donations



We recorded 147 hours 
of digital video  
That's equivalent to 12.5 
miles of VHS tape!

We 
served

one God

391 people served  
our kids and students  
weekly to help grow  
the next generation

13,680 visits were made to our ball 
diamonds by people in our community
Including 300 new people every week

425 songs, 206 unique, 
were sung across all 
worship venues on 
Sunday mornings

1,872 bagels & 
donuts consumed 
by worship 
volunteers

3,275 donors collectively 
contributed $6,721,265 to Ward

437 people 
committed to 
participating in 
the 10/90 Tithe 
Challenge

9,970 man hours spent in 
rehearsals for services

Saved 13 trees 
by recycling 
paper



FISCAL YEAR 2018
2018 MINISTRY PLAN
  Program  Personnel Total Change

Worship $64,258   $687,064   $751,322  -2.7%

Group Life 69,441   327,571   397,012  -5.9%

Next Generation 124,104   391,115   515,219  -1.2%

Outreach 595,865   198,921   794,786  12.6%

Campus Services  1,365,922   865,328   2,231,250  4.8%

Strategic Initiatives  60,410   -     60,410  -39.6%

Total Budget      $2,280,000   $2,470,000   $4,750,000  2.2%

Dear Ward Friends,

These past 12 months included some milestone celebrations.

We celebrated in new ways. We threw “the biggest family Christmas 
Party in Northville” as we welcomed 1,658 people to our campus 
for Jingle Jam, an all-out Christmas extravaganza which included 
horse-drawn carriages, an indoor train, a spectacular stage show, 
and much more. 

We celebrated accomplishments. The two-year Open Door Vision concluded in January.  
It was an audacious list of projects, but God proved again that all things really are possible. 
I had the distinct privilege of visiting our completed school in India and meeting our 
152 sponsored children. I have had the opportunity to drive around our Central Detroit 
neighborhood to see the 37 homes we purchased and the many others we renovated. Every 
day, right here in the Ward Church building in Northville, I get to see families enjoying our 
new playscape and coffee shop. What a difference two years can make!

We celebrated transitions. Our much-loved Executive Director, Barry McKenna, moved to 
a new part-time role on our staff after (get this) 47 years of service to Ward Church. The 
executive leadership mantle has been passed to Pastor Tyler Groff. I love both these guys 
more than words can describe. 

As we move into a new church program year, let me encourage you to continue to celebrate 
God’s amazing deeds and to devote ourselves once more to be the Church to each other and 
to this world.

Your Pastor,

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. - Acts 2:42-47

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR SENIOR PASTOR

More detailed financials are available at ward.church/AR2017 or in print by request


